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January Gathering Highlights 
 As we do each year, the Presbytery installed its new leadership 

with a new Moderator and Vice Moderator.  With this 
ceremonial “passing the gavel,” Rev. Sue Washburn (Reunion) 
begins her term as Moderator with RE Joshua Scully (Laurel Hill) 
assuming the role of Vice Moderator.    

 Similar to each of our sessions, Redstone Presbytery acted to 
approve its own Child/Youth and Vulnerable person protection 
policy covering all presbytery events and activities.   

 On behalf of the Addictions ministries network, Rev. Pete 
Goetschius shared a personal story concerning his own 
experiences with a family member.  The network spoke of their 
initiatives and reminded all of us the prevalence of these issues 
not just in our communities, but in our congregations. 

 Rev. Jim Farrer and Rev. Carole Isley Corey led the Presbytery 
through an abbreviated service of healing prayer on behalf of 
one of our presbyters not only benefiting that person, but 
serving as an example of this important ministry for each of our 
congregations.    

 The proposed new Directory of Worship (16-H) was discussed 
and debated as is the case in presbyteries across the country.  
Upon conclusion of this discussion, the vote was taken with 
Redstone Presbytery endorsing approval of this revision by a 
vote of 37-17.   

 Rev. Michael Shepard was present and honored as he received 
Honorably Retired designation status from the Presbytery of 
Redstone.  Similarly, Rev. John Michael was also designated 
Honorably Retired with affirmation for his ministry. 

 Uplifting reports were offered on behalf of Pine Springs Camp, 
one of our candidates and participants in the annual 
Confirmation Retreat.  Additionally, Sylvia Carlson shared about 
the history and current situation of our South Sudan partner.  
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