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May Gathering Highlights 
 Having been graciously hosted by the West Hempfield 

Presbyterian Church, the Presbytery took a few minutes to 
honor the fifteen years of service of Bobbie Martin.  Surprised 
by the acknowledgement, you can view this celebration on the 
Presbytery Facebook page. 

 Preceding the Presbytery, Rev. Ellie Johns-Kelley presented a 
workshop on “Transforming Congregations in Generosity.”  She 
shared the work of the Presbyterian Foundation.   

 Walking the Presbytery through some of the social media 
options for congregations, Rev. Niki Atkinson showed parts of 
the current gathering that were being actively posted on 
Facebook Live.  Representing the Communications team, she 
highlighted the opportunities for sharing Redstone Stories.  

 Rev. Noftzger focused his report on our strategic priority of 
“Engaging Congregations.” While noting the “how” and the 
“who” of the ways the Presbytery supports and challenges 
churches, he emphasized the “why” which connects us to each 
other, but more importantly to God’s mission in this region.    

 The Pleasant View Presbyterian Church representatives spoke 
of their search process leading to the call of the Rev. Laura 
Blank as their next pastor.  Having heard from Laura about her 
own sense of call to PVPC, the Presbytery voted to affirm and 
approve Rev. Blank to be the installed pastor of that 
congregation.    

 Reports from the Treasurer, Synod Commissioner, Mission 
Committee and Pine Springs Camp provided updates on the 
status of presbytery operations, the ministry of the Synod and 
our mission partnerships.   

 With 2018 GA “just around the corner,” the Nominating 
Committee solicited nominations for a Young Adult Advisory 
Delegate. 
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