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September Gathering Highlights 
 A great celebration of our shared camping ministry took place 

as both Redstone and Washington Presbyteries gathered 
together at Pine Springs Camp.  The “Faith for the Future” 
capital campaign has reached $1.8 million in pledges.  Greg 
Davis noted the total summer camp numbers which have 
exceeded 1000 and we heard the testimony of a former camper 
and Timothy Team member.  

 Madam Achol Majok Kur Kier spoke with us about the dire 
situation in South Sudan and their labors in peacebuilding.  She 
identified their need to “silence the guns” and asked for our 
prayers and support in their efforts in peace and in relief.  She 
came to us as part of the International Peacemaker 
program(PCUSA). 

 Nominations for the 2018 General Assembly were completed.  
Additional nomination for standing committees were approved. 

 Joyous worship with both presbyteries took place.  Music was 
graciously led by the Puckety Praise Team with both moderators 
and Executive Presbyters serving as liturgists and presiding at the 
Lord’s Table.  Synod Executive proclaimed the Word in 
emphasizing the Lord’s presence “in the neighborhood” of our 
world.    

 The Presbytery of Redstone examined and welcomed Rev. Ed 
Gray and approved his call to serve First Presbyterian Church, 
Murrysville.  Rev. Kirk Orr (Puckety) was honored for his service 
and was designated Honorably Retired, effective December 31.     

 With the recommendation of the Council, the Presbytery acted 
to renew the contract for leadership for Rev. Skip Noftzger to 
continue to serve as Executive Presbyter.    

 Minimum terms of call were established for 2018, along with a 
recommendation for a three percent salary increase for 
experienced and continuing pastoral leadership.   
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