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September Gathering Highlights

In the Chapel of the Greensburg campus of Redstone Highlands,
we enjoyed a Spirit-filled gathering. Led in worship by their
chaplains, Rev. Lisa Dormire, member of Redstone Presbytery
and Vice President for Redstone Highlands delivered the
message on being willing to receive God’s gracious gifts. Rev.
Laura Blank was installed as Vice Moderator.

e GA Commissioners offered oral reports elaborating on their
experience at the biennial gathering of our denomination.
Recognizing our desire and ability to be together even with
important issues with which we may not always agree. Of
particular note, Rev. Washburn spoke of the Commissioners
resolution that she initiated on encouraging congregations to
address the opioid epidemic.

e The Committee on Ministry presented, and the Presbytery
approved an increase of 2% in the minimum terms of call and
an increase in study leave provision. The Preshytery also
approved a recommendation to congregations to consider a 3%
salary increase for experienced pastors.

e Rev. Sylvia Carlson was recognized by the Council and Staff
Support Committee for her many years of service in various Clerk
roles on behalf of the Presbytery.

e Board of Pensions consultant Rev. Ayana Teter updated the
assembly on new programs to serve both congregations and
pastors in this upcoming year. They included debt assistance,
new possible coverages and support for congregations who
have not had an installed pastor in a few years.

e We welcomed our new colleagues to Redstone Presbytery who
had been received at the special July meeting. Investiture of the
Redstone stole was bestowed upon Rev. Rene Whitaker
(Westmont, Johnstown), Rev. Jane Johnson, and Rev. Ron
Johnson (Third, Uniontown).
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