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ONLINE (ZOOM)
CONTACT PRESBYTERY OFFICE
FOR MEETING ID# AND PASSWORD

OR
First Presbyterian Church
Greensburg, PA

Communicate the Word...Carry on the Work...Change the World
Together




Directions to Connect to the Presbytery ZOOM Meeting

USING A COMPTER WITH A CAMERA, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE

If your computer doesn’t have a camera, it will be easier to use dial in by smartphone or landline
hitps:/zoom.us/i/7248376737

Meeting ID: 7248376737

USING A SMARTPHONE TO DO A CONFERENCE CALL (NO VIDEO)
Click one of these and it should log you in:

Using a landline

Dial 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Or, click here to find your local number: hitps://zoom.us/u/abZiP0Z9bl
When prompted enter the Meeting ID: 724 837 6737

Zoom Meeting Tips — Presbytery Meeting — January 26, 2021 (join-5:45 for 6:00 start)

VIDEO PARTICIPATION
BEFORE THE MEETING, find the computer, tablet or phone that you will use.

1. diick here. It will automatically encourage you to install Zoom on your device. If it says the website is invalid, it’s
because you need the Zoom account. OR, you can just download the Zoom link from your app store.

2. If youare on a laptop you can go to Zoom.us and create an account there. Remember your login info!

3. If you are on a phone or tablet install the app. If you click on the blue link on your phone/tablet it should have a
banner at the top to take you to the zoom app where you can create an account. The app usually remembers
the log in, but you should, too! Here is what the app looks like:

ZIPagé




Day of the meeting:

15 minutes BEFORE the meeting, click on the blue link again and it should take you directly to the meeting on your
laptop/phone/tablet. OR, log into Zoom.us and enter the meeting ID yourself.

To join by phone for audio only all you have to do is dial and then enter the meeting ID
Dial 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Or, click here to find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/abZiP0zZ9bl

When prompted enter the Meeting ID: 727 837 6737

NOTE: If you will be using a cell phone---please call us (724.837.6737) ahead of time to let us know your
name/church and cell phone # you will be using.

MEETING DAY:

-Have the Zoom link/information ready and available at least 20-30 minutes before the meeting
-Select a quiet, bright environment with light in front of you. Bright lights or windows behind you or
you will be a shadow!
-Select the link/call the number to join the meeting at least fifteen minutes ahead (5:45 p.m.).
-Basic navigation instructions and reminders will be given at that time that include:

-Renaming yourself/identifying church

-Muting/unmuting participants

-ldentifying yourself to the moderator for wanting to speak

-Voting procedures

-Using the Chat function

-Responding to “Polls”

-Using Speaker view and Gallery view

-If you are unable to connect to the meeting and you need assistance, please call Sue Washburn @
412-760-7469 for tech support.

DURING THE MEETING:

Joining the meeting:
-Name yourself/congregation either by selecting/changing your “square” (three
dots...”rename”) or by announcing yourself (if using a phone). From there, once the
meeting begins, be muted (eliminates background noise) until your need/want to
participate orally (see below) at any point.

If you are presenting:
-During the meeting, you will need to unmute yourself and speak when called upon by the moderator.

If you have “slides” to show as part of your presentation, please send them to the Presbytery office at
least the day before the meeting.
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If you wish to speak:
-Signal your desire by using the chat or raise hand function
-The Clerk or Associate Clerk will be monitoring this and will let the Moderator know. When the
Moderator recognizes you, then:
-Remember to unmute
-Say your name and the congregation/ministry you serve or represent
-Then share your question, motion, point of order, etc.

Voting:
-Depending upon the action, the Moderator will initiate either a voice vote of

acclamation or use of Polls or Hand raising or some other visual clue. If you have DIALED in you will be
given an opportunity for either a voice/text vote.

Breakout Rooms:

-Parts of the meeting could also take place through segmenting participants into
“breakout rooms” for smaller group discussions.

Online meeting etiquette:
A few tips for your own (and everyone else) benefit.
-Even though it’s tempting, try not to multitask too much. This might include talking to others

in your room, checking the phone, eating meals, etc. AND if you give in to any of those temptations,
please make sure that you are muted.

-Remember that everyone else can see you in Gallery view, so there is no hiding in the “back pew” or
having unobtrusive side conversations. So just be aware.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE MEETING

e The offering for this meeting will go to the South Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church.

To make your Offering through online contributions go to

www.redstonepresbytery.org and click on the green “GIVE NOW” link on
the left of the page.

You will need to login - or create a profile if you don’t already have one -
and then designate your offering in the space(s) provided. You may also
mail your Offering to the Presbytery office at 1004 Mt. Pleasant Road,

Greensburg, PA 15601. Please designate “Presbytery Offering” on the memo
line.

e Presbyters are reminded to get “Prayer Requests” to the Clerk as soon as possible as they
will be lifted up during the prayers in the Worship Service.

4| Page



First Presbyterian Church, Greensburg, PA
ZOOM MEETING
March 23, 2021

5:30- o Registration and fellowship Ouline
6:00 p.m.
GATHERING
6:00 p.m. | Presbytery Gathering Convenes Sanctuary/Zoom

Gathering Song/Prayer -“Every Christian Has a Calling”
e Formation of the Roll
e Seating of Corresponding Members

Belinda Lambie
Rev. Cliff Foster

Reports
Stated Clerk

e Correspondence Log - page 8-9

e Statistics ~ page 10

e Consent Agenda - page 10
Treasurer - page 12

Executive Presbyter- page 16-17
Board of Pensions-

Rev. Skip Noftzger

Rev. Cliff Foster
John Dickson

Rev. Skip Noftzger
Rev. Doug Portz

THE WORD

Prelude

Call to Worship
Opening Hymn/Song
Prayer of Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Scriptures
Hymn/Song
Proclamation

Rev. John Welch

RESPONDING

Offering -Online giving(www.redstonepresbytery.org) or mail to
Presbytery center

(The offering will go to our partnership with the South Sudan
Presbyterian Evangelical Church)

THE SACRAMENT — LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation

Great Thanksgiving
Words of Institution
Serving:

Prayer after Communion:

Rev. Martin Ankrum

SHARING IN MINISTRY AND MISSION

e Council - page 21-23
Nominee to Nominating Committee
Matthew 25 initiative.
Enabling Ministry Networks

e Racial Justice and Reconciliation network

Chuck West

Rev. Martin Ankrum
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¢ Addictions Ministry network
» Healing and Prayer Ministry network

Equipping Leadership
e Committee on Ministry - page 24-27
~Administrative Commission— Sewickley
Presbyterian
--Commissioning of Eric Glisan
For particular pastoral service-
Masontown

e Committee on Preparation for Ministry - page 28 - 29
Update--IPLF

e Nominating Committee -age 30
Song of Praise

Empowering Mission Partnerships
e Mission Network - page 18

e Pine Springs Camp - page 13-15

New Business

Rev. Lee McDermott

Rev. Pete Goetschius

Rev. Geoff Rach

Rev. Aleda Menchyk

Rev. Sylvia Carlson

Greg Davis

Announcements Loop

Resolution of Thanks

Soli Deo Gloria

Benediction

Adjournment

The next stated meeting of the Presbytery of Redstone will
take place on May 25, 2021 6:00 p.m. by Zoom or at the First
Presbyterian Church Greensburg, PA.

Rev. Skip Noftzger

Rev. Martin Ankrum
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PRESBYTERY OF REDSTONE GATHERED IN WORSHIP

The Call to Worship:

Come to the Lord, who is rich in grace; approach our God, who is full of mercy.
We will praise God with all our heart and glorify the name of the Most High forever.

1"

Hymn

The Call to Confession:

Remember that our Lord Jesus Christ is able to sympathize with us in our weaknesses. In every respect he was tempted as
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sins to Almighty God.

The Prayer of Confession:

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you
and turned aside from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained
and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice and ignored your truth. Have

mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The Assurance of Pardon:

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
In Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! Amen.

Solo Robin Jennings

The Reading from the Scriptures

The Sermon: Rev. John Welch

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper Rev. Martin Ankrum
The Invitation to the Table
The Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
The Words of Institution
The Partaking of the Elements
The Prayer After Communion

Hymn
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STATED CLERK’S REPORT:

1. During the period since the last regularly stated Presbytery meeting, all correspondence that was

received was responded to and/or appropriately routed for review and response to the appropriate
entity of Presbytery.

Correspondence Log

Date Received Received From Content Action
March 4, 2021 - mail United Presbyterian 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Church, New Kensington Rev. Wendy Keys
March 4, 2021 - email Pittsburgh Presbytery Confirmation of transfer of | To COM and FILE
Rev. William Youmans to
Redstone Presbytery
March 4, 2021 - mail Patton Presbyterian Church | Session Member List and To FILE
Manse Inspection Report
March 4, 2021 - mail Rev. Brenda Barnes 3 of 3 Mandatory To FILE
Clearances
March 4, 2021 - mail Sewickley United 2021 Terms of Call for CP To COM and FILE
Presbyterian Church, West | Glenn Hart
Newton
March 2, 2021 - mail Newlonsburg Presbyterian 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Church, Murrysville Rev. Curtis Paul and Rev.
Travis Webster
March 2, 2021 - email Palmer Community Session Member List and To FILE
Presbyterian Church, Adah | Manse Inspection Report
March 1, 2021 - email Ebensburg Presbyterian 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Church Rev. Owar Ojulu
- - - ——— ._ __Z@mivioaerator

e No Report.

REPORTS OF SUBCOMMITTEES

Examinations and Membership
e Information Items

o No additional examinations since last meeting.
o Anticipate meeting with Rev. Karen Webster about validated ministry in the near future.

Search and Call
e Information Items
o Transition Chart (Email Attachment)

o Conducted Patton/Cresson PNC orientation; they are presently working on their MIF(s) with
plans for submitting by March COM meeting.

o Commissioned Pastors Baird (Reunion) and Yauger (Calvin, Scottdale) have begun at their
respective churches and Interim Pastor Rev. Bill Youmans (Westminster) has also started.

AP/CP Subcommittee (COM/CPM)
e Upcoming workshops

o February 20 - "Stewardship Year-Round"; Rev. Daniel Hans
o March 20 - "Vitality in the Small Church"; Rev. Lee McDermott

o April 17 - "Sacraments; Creativity and Consistency"; Rev. Laura Blank

o May 15 - "Shared Leadership-TE/RE"; Rev. Jason Hefner /RE Meg Steele.

e Old Testament cohort (began January 9)
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February 8, 2021 - email First Presbyterian Church, Session Member List To FILE
Murrysville
February 8, 2021 - email First Presbyterian Church, 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Murrysville Rev. Edward Gray
February 4, 2021 - email First Presbyterian Church, 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Greensburg Rev. Martin Ankrum
February 3, 2021 - mail Second Presbyterian 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Church, Johnstown Rev. Art Moffat
February 1, 2021 - email United Presbyterian 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Church, West Newton Rev. John Manon
February 1, 2021 - mail New Salem Presbyterian Manse Inspection Report To FILE
Church
February 1, 2021 - mail First Presbyterian Church, 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Irwin Rev. Ronald Wakeman
January 27, 2021 - mail West Hempfield Session Member List To FILE
Presbyterian Church, Irwin
January 27, 2021 - mail West Hempfield 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Presbyterian Church, Irwin Rev. Andrew Wirt
January 25, 2021 - mail United Presbyterian Extended Interim Pastor To COM and FILE
Church, Latrobe Contract for the Rev. John
Simpson
January 25, 2021 - mail Third Presbyterian Church, | 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Uniontown Rev. Ron Johnson
January 25, 2021 - mail Bethany Presbyterian 2021 Terms of Call for CP To COM and FILE
Church, Johnstown Denise Todero
January 25, 2021 - mail Colver Presbyterian Church | 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Rev. Owar Ojulu
January 25, 2021 - mail Delmont Presbyterian Letter stating the churchno | To COUNCIL and FILE
Church longer offering financial
support to the Presbytery
January 21, 2021 - mail Poke Run Presbyterian 2021 Terms of Call for the To COM and FILE
Church, Apollo Rev. Pete Goetschius
January 20, 2021 - email Westminster Presbyterian Session Member List To FILE
Church, Greensburg
January 19, 2021 - mail Rev. Marnie Russell 1 of 3 Mandatory Clearance | To FILE

Updates
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2. Summary of 2020 Comparative Statistical Summary for the Presbytery

Membership 2010 | 2011 | 2012 2013 2014 | 2015 | 2016 2017 2018 | 2019 | 2020
Statistics

Active members | 14,799 | 14,329 | 13,961 | 13,679 | 12,543 | 11,477 | 10,628 | 10,287 | 10,017 | 9636 | 9077
Gains by 105 82 102 105 101 85 70 53 58 36 22
Profession of

Faith - 17 under

Gains by 169 178 146 154 155 171 170 102 119 98 30
Profession of

Faith - 18 over

Gains by 65 85 79 95 61 56 43 48 57 73 38
Certificate

Losses by 57 95 78 243 519 437 205 65 215 34 18
Certificate

Losses by Death 281 274 252 248 252 239 238 187 194 196 250
Losses by Other 211 511 417 182 781 725 732 304 106 316 344
Infant Baptisms 140 163 122 158 128 127 110 100 87 56 24
Adult Baptisms 26 25 22 35 17 24 20 9 13 14 6

As of the 2021 deadline for statistical reporting to the General Assembly, 63 churches have filed at least

portions of their annual statistical reports for 2020. The following churches failed to submit their Annual

Statistical Report based upon the deadline: Laurel Hill; Fairchance; Bethany; Masontown. For a summary
membership report, see Appendix A.

3. The following dates represent additional opportunities for Clerks to have their Session minutes and Church
Registers reviewed for 2021.

O O O O

March 30, 2021-—Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Uniontown

April 13, 2021---First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown

May 11, 2021—-Presbytery Center
May 25, 2021---Pre-Presbytery, First Presbyterian Church, Greensburg

CONSENT AGENDA:

The Associate Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, Rev. Cliff Foster, presents the following Consent Agenda.

From Executive Committee

1. Following the review of the Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Stated Clerk and Associate Stated Clerk, it is
recommends that the minutes of the Presbytery meeting of the January 26, 2021 be approved.

From the Council

1. Council recommends that the Financial Reports presented to the Council be received and filed for

audit.
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Council recommends that the reports of the Stated Clerk and Associate Stated Clerk be received and
filed.

Council recommends that any Executive Presbyter, Treasurer, Mission, Pine Springs Camp and Synod
commissioner reports presented to the Presbytery be received and filed.

From the Committee on Ministry

1.

2,

3

The Committee on Ministry recommends that Presbytery grant the request from the Palmer
Community Presbyterian Church to waive the rotation of service for Diane Davis, Ruling Elder.

The Committee on Ministry recommends that Presbytery grant the request from the First Presbyterian
Church, Avonmore to waive the rotation of service for Myra Magelich and Roxie Johnson, Deacons.
The Committee on Ministry recommends that Presbytery grant the request from the New Salem
Presbyterian Church to waive the rotation of service for Roxanne Gmutza, Ruling Elder.

The Committee on Ministry recommends that Presbytery grant the request from the Calvin
Presbyterian Church, Scottdale to waive the rotation of service for David Brady, Deacon.

The Committee on Ministry recommends that Presbytery grant the request from the First Presbyterian

Church, Fayette City to waive the rotation of service for Marlene Kubina and James Stark, Ruling
Elders.

From the Administrative Commission

1.

The Administrative Commission recommends that its report be received, filed and recorded in the
minutes.
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Treasurer’s Report

INCOME & EXPENSE REPORT

This report represents an unaudited overview of the Presbyteries finances for the second operating month, for
the period ending February 28, 2021.

(NOTE: BOTH REVENUE & EXPENSE EXPECTATIONS FOR THIS PERIOD, TO KEEP PACE WITH MISSION
OBJECTIVES ARE TO BE AT A BUDGETED THRESHOLD GOAL OF 17%)

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW/INCOME

Church Commitments and other Income for the month fell short of budget expectations totaling -$6,130 (Note:
Monthly budgeted expectation is $27,083) YTD subtotal income in this category, is behind budget at -$16,942.

Total Income for the month exceeded monthly expectations at $6,768, this however was due to recognizing

Payroll Protection Program (PPP) dollars for this period totaling $16,100. YTD Total Income is behind budget
at-$7,604.

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW EXPENSES /EXCESS INCOME OVER EXPENSES

In review of the expenses, there are notable categories where expenses exceed 17% for the period. Such

expenses that exceed the targeted percentage (%) goal, are either timing matters or areas uncontrollable such
as utilities or attributed to other business demands.

For the month revenue was greater than expenses totaling $3,644. The positive position is attributed to
Miscellaneous Income, primarily PPP grant/loan. YTD expenses are greater than budget at -$4,562. The
negative YID position is actually -$7,186, when not accounting for the cash transfer of $2,624 for the period.

INVESTMENTS & HOLDINGS

The Ameriprise account for the month of February experienced a positive change in value totaling $10,459
YTD, the account earnings are positive totaling $6,641. Other funds and investments consisting of PILP, First
Commonwealth, and Pine Springs total $463,253.00 as of 12/31/2020.

Total Investments & Holdings = $1,085,555.00 (estimated)

Respectfully Submitted,

John Dickson IV
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Pine Springs Camp Report

I John 3:1-Behold what manner of love the father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of God.
Upcoming Events

April 17 Remix-Middle and High School 1-Day Retreat

April 24 Women in the Woods 1-Day Retreat

May 1 Fusion- Elementary Grades 4-5-6 1-Day Retreat

May 15 Redd Up Camp Workday

May 24 20t Annual Scholarship Golf Outing at the Latrobe Country Club
June 1 First Day of Staff Training

June 13 First Day of Summer Camp 2021!

PSC Retreat Ministry-We are having “BETTER IS ONE DAY” RETREATS
We all are missing camp so and although it has been difficult to plan overnight retreats, we are having day
retreats beginning in April. This will provide the opportunity to do most programming outside and still allow

for great teaching, fellowship and challenging opportunity to grow in your faith. Mark your calendars now!
Register on our web site at www.pinesprings.org/retreats

2097
ONE DAY

I o te e

WHE  ir.&sr High - Grades 6th-12th
VRHO Completed grades 5 L : Join us for a day retreat that promises to renew your
WHEN ey 1 '?0'2'! k k Wi April 17,2021 spirit and lets you stretch your legs and shake off the
¢ 3 10:00 a.rn. - 7:00 pam. months of lockdown! What a joy to gather together
WHERE rire Springs Cam % - and reflect on God’s faithfulness in the midst of a
prng p
1 B4R pine Springs Camp tremendously challenging year. Come prepared for
m $40 per person - erg;s‘cmnon requites great teaching, great food, and great fellowship. Bring
a0 deposit f881 40 WWW %grstw&m gm your mom or sister, a “pod” of friends or come solo- we
N ) W . will conduct all activities with recommended safety
“*Lontact PSC for special group rates k protocols.
. RegisterOnline Now! $50 per person )
www.pinesprings.org 9:15 - Check In ** Contact PSC for special
*UMITED TO 40 CAMPERS®* 10:00 - First Session grouprates
’ “ X 11:30 - Team Hike Register Online Now!
; www.pinesprings.org
12:30 - Lunch

Danielic Kenﬁig

7 2:00 - Adventure Activity or Garden Craft
Danieile anvd ¥ Fastured Spesker 4f00 - Coffee Break‘— Small Groups (Refuge Deck)
i3 SUTIER 4:30 - Second Session and Campfire

Ed is the Diractor of Middle School Ministry and Famil &5 Dinmar Alfesss
e Diractor of Mi choo! nd Fami .
Counseling at Westminster Presbyterian C?:urch 5nthey 7:00 - Depart - Joyfully exhausted and replenished!
South Hills of Pittsburgh and has served the communities : : :
of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania in ministry and
therapy for more than 10 years, Ed has a passion for the
healthy growth of teenagers and loves to see them find
their confidence, strength and value in Christ. if you can't
find him with his wife, three daughters, or a group of
teenagers, Ed is probably in the woods!
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Summer Camp Update
>>Camper Registration-CURRENT 889 campers-11
Campers on a Wait list 2/28/19
>>PLEASE REMEMBER THAT WE ARE
LIMITING THE NUMBER OF CAMPERS IN A
CABIN SO SPACES MAY FILL UP MUCH
QUICKER THAN PREVIOUS YEARS.
>>Check out the Brochure Flipbook at
https://www flipsnack.com/pinespringscamp/202 1-
summer-camp-brochure html?fbclid=IwAR1-

Dear Campers,

We can't wait to see you
during the summer
of 20211

Sincerely,

Pine Springs Staff

pl70vaglslz7uFkBWI_WKvVmdR1AxMm2ng2_x3t81GI8ksG3yL9s3ss
>>Be looking for PSC CAMP RECRUITING POP-UP EVENTS-Coming to a parking lot or park

near you!

Pine Springs Camp isaplaceto...
Expiore, Grow, Belong, Learn God's
Word and Have Funl

e A i i o

>>When churches are ready, we will be ready too! Let us know when if you want us to come and
safely talk about the ministry of Pine Springs Camp to your congregation, families, and youth!
>>Church Summer Camp Packets were mailed in early February-Please contact the camp if you did
not receive one. If you would like more brochures please email Mike Hurley, Summer Camp Director

at mike@pinesprings.org
21ST ANNUAL GOLF OUTING MONDAY, MAY 24

SAVE
THE
DATE

238h ANNUAL

any questions.

Churches Can Help Campers Attend
Pine Springs by Becoming an Amen

Corner Sponsor

A Way to Help Our Scholarship Golf
- Outing- Become an Amen Corner

Sponsor. This is exclusively for churches.
To become an Amen Corner Sponsor a
church agrees to take an Amen Corner Sign
and endeavor to raise at least $100 by

® putting a sign out in a visible place in the

church for several weeks and encourage

i congregants to donate by giving small (or

large) currency or spare change by
dropping it in a box near the sign. Some
churches have people who give “autograph”
the sign. Other churches have people who
have gone to camp sign and some churches
have campers who plan on coming this

B summer to camp sign the form. Whatever
is done, the money received goes directly to scholarships and aid for this summer. Please call Greg or
Christine at the camp office for more information. Signs can be hand-delivered or can be picked up in the
Presbytery Office. Please call the camp at 814-629-9834 or email Greg at greg@pinesprings.org if you have
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Redd Up Camp Work Day is Saturday. May 15!-We

need your help! PINE SPRINGS CAMP
Come help us get camp ready for hosting hundreds of

campers this summer. Each year this day blesses the ’

PSC ministry and this year it will be a special blessing . B .
since it will be almost 2 years since summer campers s
were here!

We provide the main course for lunch and we ask that
each group bring a Pot-luck item, snacks, dessert or
salad and we will provide the main course.

We will have jobs for the skilled and unskilled from REDD UP EAMP

I;ﬁ;g leaves, to cleaning buildings to helping build WORK D AY 21 :

If you have questions please call the office or email
Greg Davis, Executive Director at greg@pinesprings.org
or register on line so we know how many people to
plan for!

SATURDAY, MAY 15 8:30-3:00

LET US KNOW YOUR ARE COMING
WWW PINESPRINGS.ORG/WORKDAY AND COMPLETE FORM

The Blessing of This Place...So very grateful -" -
how God uses this ministry.
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Executive Presbyter Report

Rev. Richard “Skip” Noftzger
Executive Presbyter Report

Communicate the Word, Carry on the Work, Change the World.....Together!

VISION 1/26/2021-3/23/2021
Congregation- Visible presence within the Presbytery engaging with congregations-—-
centered Church Visits—
(ENGAGE) e Since the January Presbytery meeting, I have visited ten different

congregations for either morning worship or special services. Have been
privileged to preach and proclaim the Word on five of those occasions.

e Met with two different sessions to talk through their anticipated transitions
in pastoral leadership.

e Working alongside five PNC's in various stages of their search process.
Maintained regular communication with each PNC chair and meet
personally as needed. Seek out and provide weekly referrals within the CLC
search system. Executive reference checks on more viable candidates.

e Provided options and assistance for three different sessions as they consider

appropriate options and candidates for part time short- and long-term
pastoral leadership moving forward.

e Coordinated the work of the Administrative Commission completing the
dissolution of the Covenant, Boswell congregation, including communication
with the members of the former congregation.

Leadership Developing and equipping leadership within the Presbytery--—-
developed * Planned and prepared IPLF courses and workshops through online support
(EQUIP) and resourcing individual instructors.

e Planned, organized, participated and editing the video recordings for two
worship services made available for pastors in the Easter season.

¢ Consulted with Clerks of Sessions on procedures related to annual reports
and basic polity and legal/ ecclesiastical organizational issues.

e Coordinated weekly pastoral check in for networking, fellowship and
collegiality during the isolation of pandemic ministry.

e Worked with two potential inquirers in order to understand the process and

to initiate the beginning conversations for consideration by the Committee
on Preparation for Ministry.

e Continued assistance and consultation with members of the Committee on
Ministry in their roles as serving as liaisons to individual congregations.

o Networked with leaders in other presbyteries, seminaries and churches to
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identify possible candidates for different pastoral leadership opportunities
within our Presbytery.

e Personal conversations for ministry strategy, development, vocational
discernment, presbytery leadership responsibilities, future ministry positions
and personal concerns with many different pastors.

Collaboration- | Creating and supporting collaboration in ministry both within and outside
Districts/Network | Redstone-—-

(ENABLE) e Reached out, met and welcomed the new Bishop of the Diocese of
Greensburg as my counterpart in the Roman Catholic Church.

e Served as current President of Christian Associates, chairing both the
Executive Committee and the Council of Bishops.

e Initiated the one-day event for a Pastor’s Getaway day at Pine Springs Camp
for April 5.

e Proposed and convened a group of Council members interested in exploring
further how our Presbytery might continue to educate and respond to the
needs for racial justice and reconciliation.

e Providing materials and resources as well as personal consultation with
other presbyteries (re)considering the methods for training, mentoring and
commissioning new ruling elders in particular pastoral service.

Promoted and provided leadership in our partnerships in mission---
Partnership in e Serve on the Pine Springs board, particularly in working with the area of

Mission promoted finance and policy. Assisting in the development of Board training and
(EMPOWER) commitments through the Thriving Boards initiative.

e Ongoing participation on the board of Redstone Highlands including the
Strategy committee, and regular board meetings.

e Working with the Sudan/South Sudan Partnership by maintaining contact
with Philip Obang (counterpart who offers greetings for the March
Presbytery).

e Encouraging and resourcing the Mission network in consideration of
opportunities for shared mission addressing issues of poverty.

e Completed annual reports for the Office of General Assembly on a number
Operational of mid-council areas. Provided oversight and assistance in completion of
Support annual statistical reports.

e Provided background data on congregational support of First Fruits both to
the Budget and Finance Committee and to the Council for follow up
regarding stewardship responsibilities.

VALUES Servant Flourishing Witness to Generous and effective
Leadership | Community the World Stewardship

Soli Deo Gloria
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Mission Network

The Mission Committee is actively seeking representatives from Redstone Congregations to join us as we
discover new or renewed ways to engage in mission and outreach in our own communities and beyond.
Perhaps you would like to work with another congregation to work on a specific project. Are there needs in
the community that have not been addressed? How would you know?

What are you doing that you would like to share with other Presbyterians? Some of our congregations are
actively involved in the backpack food program for children at risk of hunger. Some of our congregations are

actively providing meals for people in the community. What about tutoring programs for kids at risk? Put on
your thinking cap and start imagining.

Some of our congregations have joined together to travel to other locations to help people rebuild after a
disaster. Redstone Presbytery pledged 100 volunteer weeks in the wake of hurricane Katrina back in 2005. We
far exceeded that. People from Redstone Presbytery are still traveling and working with Presbyterian Disaster

Assistance and West Virginia Presbytery Camps and Advocacy. There are still people struggling with issues
related to Katrina and subsequent disasters.

Redstone Presbytery continues to partner with the Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church and the South
Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church. We have so much to learn from each other. The church is growing by
leaps and bounds in South Sudan, even in the midst of a civil war that has yet to end, famine, flooding, and

now Covid 19. Maybe you would like to travel to South Sudan to see firsthand what God is doing in a culture
different than our own.

What can YOU do to revitalize your own congregation’s mission in the light of Matthew 25? Tell us your
thoughts.

Respectfully submitted,
Sylvia Carlson
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Presbyterian Women

The Coordinating Team of Redstone Presbyterian Women has continued to meet via Zoom during this time of
social distancing. We had to cancel our planned events for the year 2020 due to Covid, but 2021 holds promise
for in-person gatherings.

We are hopeful that we will be able to gather at Pine Springs in the Refuge for our 2021 Spring Retreat on
Tuesday, May 18 led by Rev. Norma Murphy. The flyer for that event will be posted on the Presbytery
website by the end of March, along with our March Newsletter outlining this event and other items of interest
to Presbyterian Women and other Redstone Presbyterians. We mail a hard copy of the newsletter to active PW
groups. We also e-mail our newsletter to anyone who has given us their e-mail address. Anyone can access
our materials on the Presbytery website once they are posted.

We also are planning to have our Fall Gathering at First Presbyterian Church in Greensburg on Saturday,
November 6. The gathering will feature the Horizons Bible Study and other programming to be announced.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sylvia Carlson, Moderator

G
(67
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Discernment Team/Administrative Commission Reports

e Covenant Presbyterian Church (Boswell) Administrative Commission
The Administrative Commission met on February 15 and March 8, 2021. Joshua Scully serves as the chair
of the group.

Since the January 18 meeting, the Commission has completed the following tasks:

e Corresponded with all members about possible church membership transfer procedure.

e Completed a financial review of the financial records of the past few years of the former congregation.
e Completed a review of both the most recent Session minutes and the Church Register.

e Completed an inventory of furniture, equipment and materials located within the church facility.

e Added the church facility under the Property and Liability insurance carried by the Presbytery.

e Made some initial contacts in the community concerning possible uses of the building.

e Decided upon a final worship service of celebration and closure to be sponsored on April 11, 2021.

e Corresponded with all current members about the upcoming service of celebration and closure.

Proposed tasks to be completed in the near future include:

e Conduct a title search regarding the property to ensure there is a “clear title” for the property.
e Reach out to other possible individuals and community groups regarding use of the church facility.

e Plan the worship service for April 11 and include available former ministers and ministerial sons and
daughters of the congregation.
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ACTION AGENDA

Presbytery Council

[Links to complete copies of the Minutes of Council can be found online at www.redstone.org under the
“Presbytery Council Meeting Dates” tab.]

Council Report Items

e The Council nominates Rev. Ron Durika to serve on the Nominating Committee of
the Presbytery.

e The Council reports on congregations joining the Matthew 25 initiative.
e The Council reports on the work of the Racial Justice and Reconciliation task force.

e The Council reports on the work of the Addictions Ministry network.

Information Items

February 23, 2021 Meeting
Moderator requested that the agenda as submitted be considered. That agenda was approved by consent.

Moderator West solicited whether there were any additions or revisions to the minutes of the January 12
meeting which had been submitted by email. Hearing none, it was MSP to approve the minutes as submitted.

Moderator Report

Moderator West noted the need for the Council to nominate members to the Nominating Committee (Manual).
He proposed the possible nomination of Rev. Ron Durika to fill the open slot. It was MSP to recommend Rev.
Durika to the Presbytery for service on the Nominating Committee.

Stated Clerk Report

Rev. Noftzger noted that the most recent correspondence log provided was up to the present and inquired
whether there were any questions. The Council reviewed the particular letter received from the Session of the
Delmont and considered possible responses. After much discussion, it was agreed that the Council should
reach out to the Session to encourage possible in person conversation and dialogue over their concerns and
differences with our actions. Volunteers to represent the Council included: Rev. Curtis Paul, Belinda Lambie

and Rev. Donna Havrisko. Rev. Noftzger agreed to write a short letter requesting the opportunity to meet
together.

Reviewing the upcoming Presbytery schedule, Rev. Noftzger affirmed our intention to hold the March and
May meetings to be conducted at the host site of First Presbyterian, Greensburg, but primarily offered through

Zoom. It remains our hope to host the September meeting alongside Washington Presbytery in person at Pine
Springs Camp.

Treasurer Report

Treasurer John Dickson had submitted a written report which was reviewed by the Council. Moderator West
inquired concerning any questions about the report.

Pine Springs Camp




the upcoming summer camping ministry as well as some anticipated retreat experiences as single day events.

March Presbytery Gathering

Rev. Noftzger reviewed the proposed agenda for the upcoming Presbytery gathering by Zoom. The agenda
includes the commissioning of Eric Glisan to particular pastoral service, recommendation of an administrative
commission, potential testimonies from Matthew 25 congregations and additional nominations to standing
committees. Since the meeting will be conducted by Zoom, he solicited from the Council about suggestions for
a preacher who is outside our area. Rev. Paul recommended Rev. John Welch, formerly of Pittsburgh
Seminary, who had preached recently at Newlonsburg. After discussion, it was agreed that we would request
Rev. Welch to bring the proclamation of the Word. It was MSP to approve the proposed March Presbytery
agenda as offered with that addition.

Boswell Administrative Commission
Belinda Lambie presented an update on the progress of the Administrative Commission for the Covenant
Presbyterian Church of Boswell. Having met twice, the following has been accomplished so far.
* Members informed about how to transfer membership and invited to do so.
® Members informed about resources for pastoral care during this transition
e Session Minutes book and Church Register collected and reviewed.
Current assets collected and deposited with the Presbytery
Inventory of equipment and furnishings within the facility completed
Adding the facility to the Presbytery property and liability insurance coverage
Collection and financial review by the AC of past few year's financial records.
e Plans for an upcoming celebration and closure worship service (April 11?)

Subcommittees/Networks

Staff Support
No report.

Communications

Additional members of the Council signed up for eNews articles in the upcoming months. In his absence, Rev.

Noftzger noted his meeting with Rev. Glunt who has agreed to chair this group and reorganize these
functions.

Mission Committee

Rev. Havrisko noted our most recent contribution of 7000 to our partnership with the South Sudan
Presbyterian Evangelical Church. Our contributions to support their needs have been consistent thanks to the
generosity of individuals and congregations within the Presbytery. Rev. Noftzger noted the discussion at the
most recent Mission meeting was focused on eradicating systemic poverty in our region. Asa Matthew 25
emphasis and because other groups were working on issues of racism and congregational vitality, the Mission

group is looking for opportunities to address issues of poverty not only for individual congregations, but in
shared commitments.

Budget, Finance and Stewardship

A written report of the activities of the Budget, Finance and Stewardship meeting was submitted. A summary
of the final investments and holdings report for 2020 was reviewed. Additionally, it was recommended that
the Ameriprise account be changed to an Advisor discretionary account which would permit changes within
the parameters of the Investment policy without requiring prior approval. It was MSP to make this change.

Current pledges as well has historic pledges and actual amounts were provided for all congregations in
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Redstone Presbytery. Rev. Noftzger summarized the stewardship process by which Sessions are solicited for a
First Fruits pledge and reminded among those who did not respond. Additionally, he discussed the various
ways that congregations approach either making a pledge and/ or soliciting their own congregants for either
monies to offset that pledge or only to pass on what is received. Reviewing the results based upon categories
of those churches significantly under-represented in providing their appropriate share, a few volunteers from
the Council offered to personally follow up with some specific churches.

Addictions Ministry Network

Lynn Mance reported on the progress of the video curriculum which is undergoing final editing by Rev.
McDermott. Upon completion, it will be distributed through portable formats and posted on the Presbytery
YouTube channel. After the Presbytery promo, some requests for copies have already come in.

Racial Justice and Reconciliation Network

Rev. Paul and Rev. Noftzger talked about the initial meeting of the network which focused on ways to move
beyond our statement to engage conversations and experiences that might make a difference in transforming
perspectives and values among us. Possible options include formal training in anti-racism, dialogue groups
and firsthand experiences here and with important resources on the history and issues of racial justice and
reconciliation.

Executive Presbyter
Reminding the Council of our commitment to the Matthew 25 initiative, he noted that in addition to Fort Burd,
Colver, Pleasant View, Newlonsburg, the Session of New Hope has also joined the initiative. We remain

committed to promoting this initiative among our congregations. Council members were encouraged to speak
with their own sessions about the possibility.

Rev. Noftzger highlighted two upcoming opportunities for resourcing our pastors within the Presbytery.

® On April 5 (day after Easter), there will be a one-day “Pastor Getaway Day.” Held at Pine Springs
Camp, pastors will have an opportunity for a breather, for fun and fellowship with each other.

e Two recorded video worship services will be made available on the Presbytery YouTube channel for
use in any churches for worship and/or to provide a “break” for the pastor. Rev. Noftzger will preach
at one service and Rev. Silbert at the other. Either service could be used on the second Sunday of Easter
or any subsequent Sundays.
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Committee on Ministry

Committee on Ministry Report Items

* The Committee on Ministry recommends the appointment of an administrative commission
to serve as the council (Session) for the Sewickley Presbyterian Church, West Newton.

e The Committee on Ministry presents Eric Glisan to be commissioned to serve as pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church, Masontown, PA.

Information Items

March 4, 2021 Meeting

Approval of Minutes
It was MSP to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2021.

Report of the Stated Clerk
The Stated Clerk updated the committee on the following items:
e Correspondence Log (Email Attachment)
e Annual Reports Due
o Terms of Call forms
o Pastor agreement forms
* Minutes Review Dates (checklist will be sent out with instructions)
o March 30, 2021-—Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Uniontown
o  April 13, 2021---First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown
o May 11, 2021---Presbytery Center
o May 25, 2021—Pre-Presbytery
® MSP to approve the recommendation of Waiver of Rotation requests:
o Request from Palmer Community Presbyterian Church, Adah to waive the rotation of service
for Diane Davis, Ruling Elder (2023).
o Request from First Presbyterian Church of Avonmore to waive the rotation of service for Myra
Magelich, Deacon (2021) and Roxie Johnson, Deacon (2021).

Report of the Moderator
e No Report.

REPORTS OF SUBCOMMITTEES

Examinations and Membership
e Information Items
o No additional examinations since last meeting.
o Anticipate meeting with Rev. Karen Webster about validated ministry in the near future.

Search and Call
e Information Items
o Transition Chart (Email Attachment)
o Rev. Ken Foust has announced his intended retirement on August 23, 2021.

24 | Page




e Action Items
o MSP to approve the Commissioned Pastor agreement between Eric Glisan and First
Presbyterian Church, Masontown. (Eric will be commissioned to this particular pastoral service
at the March Presbytery meeting).
o MSP to approve the Patton Ministry Information Form and permission to post to the CLC.
o MSP to approve the Cresson Ministry Information Form and permission to post to the CLC.

AP/CP Subcommittee (COM/CPM)
e Working on re-authorizations for authorized preachers available on the pulpit supply roster.
e Upcoming workshops
o March 20 - "Vitality in the Small Church"; Rev. Lee McDermott
o April 17 - "Sacraments; Creativity and Consistency"; Rev. Laura Blank
o May 15 - "Shared Leadership-TE/RE"; Rev. Jason Hefner/RE Meg Steele.
e Old Testament cohort (began January 9)

Care of Congregations and Congregational Leaders

e Prayers were lifted in answer to requests that had been received for:
Prayers for the formation of new small groups, new members’ class and continued discernment
by church leaders.
Praises to the different meal delivery ministries and those that include a written devotional with
each meal.
Praises for sponsoring a counselor from Pine Springs camp to help alleviate the cost.
Prayers for Rev. Ken Foust and his church as he plans for retirement.
Prayers for those recovering from surgery, those with health issues, and those who have lost a
loved one.
Praises for forward thinking, patience, and hopefulness as congregations look toward what it
will look like when the pandemic is over.
Praises for new computer systems, bringing back bell choir, and resuming in-person worship.
Praises for Covenant Pastors that are plugged in with great plans and lots of energy. Prayers,
praises, and blessings to all the volunteers who donate their time to the work of the church and
its missions.

¢ The following Teaching Elders and Commissioned Pastors were prayed for during this time:
Douglas Stevens, James Stobaugh, James Sunseri, Richard Sweeney, Denise Todero, Alice
Tondora, Robert Upton, Robert VanWyk, Caroline Vickery, Douglas Yauger.

e The following churches were prayed for during this time:
Revloc Presbyterian Church; Calvin United Presbyterian Church, Scottdale; Grace Chapel
Presbyterian Church, Smithfield; Pleasant View Presbyterian Church, Smock; Level Green
Presbyterian Church, Trafford; Tent Presbyterian Church, Uniontown; Third Presbyterian
Church, Uniontown; Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Uniontown; East Liberty Presbyterian
Church, Vanderbilt; Sewickley Presbyterian Church, West Newton.

Report of the Executive Presbyter

Almost a year into the pandemic and we have exercised creativity and courage. However, it continues to be
about patience; patience intertwined with faith. Patience is to labor on even when you don’t know the end.
Baseball is about patience - the patience to persist whether a scout or the player. Patience to sit in the rain
waiting for a game not knowing if it will be called.

For a year, we have been impatient for our current experience to end; to get back to “normal”. During this
time, we can offer encouragement to our church leaders. To be an encouragement is to be helpful,

inspirational, and to provide a sense of courage to help spur someone on. We can provide the church leaders
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the persistence and patience to see it through by sending notes of encouragement and by being an advocate for
them to take a break. A Pastor get away at Pine Springs is available after Easter as an opportunity to get away

from Zoom meetings and get personal. Pre-recorded services by the EP will be available that are fitting for the
second or third Sunday after Easter.
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February 4, 2021 Meeting

Report of the Stated Clerk
The Stated Clerk updated the committee on the following items:
e Correspondence Log (Email Attachment)
e Annual Reports Due
Statistics (February 15)
Waiver of Rotation forms
Terms of Call forms
Pastor agreement forms
Necrology
Session members
o Manse inspection
e Minutes Review Dates
o March 30, 2021--Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Uniontown
o April 13, 2021---First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown
o May 11, 2021--Presbytery Center
o May 25, 2021---Pre-Presbytery

O O O 0 0O O

Report of the Moderator
e No Report.

REPORTS OF SUBCOMMITTEES

Examinations and Membership
e Information Items
o No additional examinations since last meeting.
o Anticipate meeting with Rev. Karen Webster about validated ministry in the near future.

Search and Call
e Information Items
o Transition Chart (Email Attachment)
o Conducted Patton/Cresson PNC orientation; they are presently working on their MIF(s) with
plans for submitting by March COM meeting.
o Commissioned Pastors Baird (Reunion) and Yauger (Calvin, Scottdale) have begun at their
respective churches and Interim Pastor Rev. Bill Youmans (Westminster) has also started.

AP/CP Subcommittee (COM/CPM)
e Upcoming workshops
o February 20 - "Stewardship Year-Round"; Rev. Daniel Hans
o March 20 - "Vitality in the Small Church"; Rev. Lee McDermott
o April 17 - "Sacraments; Creativity and Consistency"; Rev. Laura Blank
o May 15 - "Shared Leadership-TE/RE"; Rev. Jason Hefner /RE Meg Steele.
e Old Testament cohort (began January 9)
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Care of Congregations and Congregational Leaders

e Prayers were lifted in answer to requests that had been received for:

Prayers for health and healing after a car accident, for dealing with stress and finding balance,
and for all who need Your continued presence.

Prayers for encouragement and peace when saying goodbye to loved ones.

Prayers for good fit in leadership to overcome issues and challenges.

Prayers for working through differences with mediation, compromise, and alternatives.
Prayers for recognizing the need for administrative support to accomplish the mission of the
church, a willingness of participation, and a spiritual strength to grow.

Praises to those who obtained resources for a soup kitchen.

Praises for the many new ways of participation such as construction paper hands for laying on
of hands, worship bags containing communion, bulletins, etc., and use of FM transmitters and
TV stations.

Praises for special service during Black History Month and for each congregation and ministry
in all they offer and provide.

e MSP to recommend to the Presbytery, that given the lack of ruling elders, the formation of a five-
person Administrative Commission to assume jurisdiction and serve as the governing body for the
Sewickley Presbyterian Church, West Newton.

e The following Teaching Elders and Commissioned Pastors were prayed for during this time:

Robert Prinkey, Geoff Rach, Marnie Abraham Russell, Josh Scully, William Sharp, Dawn
Sherwood, Rebecca Siddle, Marnie Silbert, John Simpson, Jeff Smith.

e The following churches were prayed for during this time:

Newlonsburg Presbyterian Church, Murrysville; Union Presbyterian Church, Murrysville;
Community United Presbyterian Church, New Alexandria; Congruity Presbyterian Church,
New Alexandria; Bethel Presbyterian Church, New Florence; Trinity Presbyterian Church, New
Florence; United Presbyterian Church, New Kensington; New Salem Presbyterian Church; New
Hope Presbyterian Church, North Huntingdon; Patton Presbyterian Church.

Report of the Executive Presbyter

As a Committee on Ministry member, it is our responsibility to remind our churches that they are doing great
work and to provide their examples of ministry in google form. With both congregation and pastor, the COM
serves as pastor, counselor, and advisor. The COM, represented in its liaisons, are the “boots on the ground”
with these ministries. Ultimately, it is about your relationship with the church through gathering, protecting,
and preserving what God may desire in these ministries at this time. By God's grace and your effort, we are
all hoping, praying, and intervening to “let the church be the church.”
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Committee on Preparation for Ministry

Committee on Preparation Report Items

e The Committee on Preparation reports on the evaluation and progress of the training
program for authorized preachers and commissioned pastors (IPLF).

Information Items

March 2, 2021 Meeting
© MSP - Feb. 2 minutes approved with the following amendment (in bold) to the motion re. James
Vlosich: “if the way be clear” with his membership (in six months’ time) and enrollment and other
requirements such as form 1A, he will be listed as an inquirer at that time.

* Review of the Forms 1A and 1B from James Vlosich (CPM previously met with him Feb. 2):
o Skip reported that James will enroll at Fuller Seminary with the start of the third term.
o MSP - Dawn Sherwood will be James’ liaison for CPM.

e Getacquainted with Danielle Kendig to talk about the process.
© Becca opened this section with prayer.
o Skip explained the Inquiry purpose and process to her, and she expanded upon her answers in
Forms 1A and 1B (the following is a brief summary):
= She is a married mother of three, homeschooling (re. COVID), and currently in her
second semester of Seminary (PTS). She is the Dir. of Christian Ed at Westmont Pres
Church, and has been on and off since 2013. As a youth, she did a lot of international
traveling through the Leadership Now program at Lancaster Theol. Seminary; mission
work was a large part of her life before marriage. She feels called to a shift in ministry
from youth work as well and is eager to explore different options. Being recently
awarded a merit scholarship from PTS has helped to validate her calling and she
tentatively expects to graduate in four years.
o Tony closed this section with prayer.
o MSP - The committee approved admitting Danielle as an Inquirer if the way be clear with
the session.
o MSP - Becca will be Danielle’s liaison for CPM.

e Other Business:
o Tuesday, Apr. 6 will be our next meeting at 6 pm.
By May Presbytery meeting we will need to determine Ordination Exam readers.
o The presentation on Certified Christian Educators (by Cheryl Rhea) will be at next meeting.
o Candidate Cynthia Bellina will be having surgery Mar. 16.

o
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February 2, 2021 Meeting
Committee Reorganization:

® Introduction of committee members and welcome to new members

® Geoff Rach, elected chair by consent, replacing Caroline Vickery who rotated off

e In Becca's absence, Robin Jennings volunteered to serve as secretary “pro tem.”

® Meetings remain on the first Tuesday of the month at 6 p-m., and will be held as needed, either via
Zoom or in person as appropriate.
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Committee Overview:

e Skip provided an explanation of the difference between CPM and COM for new members to delineate
how the two function and are companionable in Redstone Presbytery, along with an overview of the
Inter-Presbytery Leadership Forum (IPLF) and definitions of terms for various roles as recognized for
service within the presbytery This explanation helped to inform Skip’s Commissioned Pastor update.

Commissioned Pastor Update:
e Doug Yauger who completed IPLF, after examination by the COM examinations committee and
approved by the COM was commissioned at the January Presbytery meeting
* Russ Baird who previously served as a CP in Washington Presbytery, having been examined by COM
examination committee and approved by the COM was commissioned at the January Presbytery
meeting.
e New CPM committee member Karen Kifer is serving pulpit supply regularly with COM permission
under the mentorship of Rev. Ed Gray as she completes the practicums.
IPLF current students (Redstone): Tammy Noss, Karen Gray, Gary Shupe
IPLF course/workshop completion (pulpit supply only): Richard Zoltak, Seth Myers

Get Acquainted with James Vlosich

e James is the Discipleship Coordinator at Trinity United, Uniontown. James joined the committee Zoom
meeting to share his journey and sense of call. He attended Penn State Fayette and received a degree in
Christian Counseling from Liberty University. Having grown up in Adah, he now lives in Uniontown
and his in-laws have deep roots in Trinity. James spoke of an “awakening” concerning a possible call to
ministry at Wee Kirk. He also mentioned the widening ministry opportunities at Trinity that
contributed to the “tug on his heart” to ministry and specifically in the PCUSA tradition. He was
anticipating enrollment at either Fuller (online exclusively), or Pittsburgh Theolo gical Seminary
(having been accepted at both) and welcomed the feedback from the committee about his decision
process. He anticipates continuing to work 30 hours per week to support his family and seminary
expense. Although James has been associated with Trinity as an employee for three years, because of
COVID he only recently became a member of the congregation. Per CPM guidelines he must be a
church member for at least six months before being accepted for committee care, although Trinity’s
session has voted to endorse his pursuit. This does not preclude him from enrolling in seminary, and
then coming before the committee in an official way later this year.

e Amotion was made by Tony, and seconded by Barbara, that “if the way be clear” with his membership
(at the end of six months) and enrollment and other requirements such as form 1A, he will be listed as
an inquirer at that time. Motion passed.

Updates on individual under care: Cynthia Bellina continues to struggle with health issues and is anticipating
surgery March 16 for an unresolved heart condition; she is currently not enrolled in any courses or training
experiences. Cynthia has been a candidate since Fall 2019

New business:
 Tony will reach out to Danielle Kendig at Westmont Presbyterian Church to determine her desire to
begin dialogue with the committee at a future CPM meeting. She had previously expressed interest.
e Committee members were asked to prayerfully consider their participation as ordination exam readers
for fall. Names will be taken at either March or April meeting for presentation at May Presbytery
meeting. Robin expressed interest in reading again, having done so for the first time last fall.
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Nominating Committee

Nominating Committee Report Items

* The Nominating Committee nominates the following people for the respective standing committees
and terms.

Council —- Susan Nesti; Ruling Elder, Harmony (2023)
Committee on Ministry— Michael Cochenour; Ruling Elder, Grace, Lower Burrell (2022)
Jim Farrer; Teaching Elder (2022)

Information Items

® Aswe prepare for the upcoming season (June-September) of identifying new leadership, the
Nominating Committee is in need of your suggestions and recommendations for ruling elder
candidates to serve within the various committees and structures of the Presbytery. Please email any
nominations to Aleda Menchyk, Nominating Committee Chair.
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