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January Gathering Highlights

We gathered in Greensburg or by Zoom to begin a new
year of shared ministry and mission. Rev. Curtis Paul and
Rev. Dawn Sherwood, Jeannette, were installed as
Moderator and Vice Moderator, respectively. While we
navigated the technical problems of hybrid meetings,
nonetheless, God’s presence was known among us as
people of hope.

We heard reports and greeted those within the larger
church in hearing from Rev. Forrest Claassen, the new
Synod Executive and Rev. Doug Portz, representing the
Board of Pensions.

Our worship brought us before our God in hearing the
Word proclaimed, recommissioning a group of ruling
elders serving as pastors, gathering around the Lord’s
table presided by Rev. Blank and the remembrance of
ruling elders and teaching elders from our congregations
who joined the Church Triumphant in 2021.

In our shared ministry and mission, we were challenged to
consider the impact of historic policies that have
contributed to the racial wealth gap, encouragement to
participate in healing and prayer ministry, and an invitation
to join in the upcoming mission trip.

We celebrated the ministry and honorable retirement of
Rev. Susan Blank. Having dismissed Rev. Wakeman and
Rev. King, we examined and welcomed Kristen Emrick and
approved her pastoral call to serve the Fort Burd and
Calvin Presbyterian churches. A new pastoral call with
Rev. Tondora with the Cresson and Patton congregations.
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