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May 2025 Gathering Highlights

The Presbytery was hosted by the Puckety Presbyterian Church of
Lower Burrell. Moderator Susan Keaney guided the meeting. We

were thankful for their hospitality. Elder and Candidate Hunter
Steinitz of Pittsburgh Presbytery and later offered a powerful and
informative presentation on Disability Inclusion. Rev. Brian Kilbert
presided at the Table, and the Puckety Praise Band provided the
music.

Interim Executive Presbyter offered a written report and emphasized his
pastoral role in the presbytery. Further, he announced a “summer read”
of the new book Pilgrim Bands by his friend, Thomas Bandy, focusing on
church as mutually mentoring one another. All in the presbytery are
invited to participate. It has a kick led by the author on June 18" at 6:30
via Zoom.

Pine Spring Camp Executive Director offered a spirited report on the
imminent summer camps at the camp and elsewhere. COM Chair
Martin Ankrum announced the dissolution of the Rev. Sara Sadler with
the New Florence congregation and the Rev. Hyimot Teshone with the
1%t Church of Johnstown. Rev. Sadler begins a pastorate in Northern
Waters Presbytery and Rev. Teshone in Baltimore Presbytery. CPM
Chair announced the readers of ordination exams from the
presbytery. Council Chair Len Morgan presented four amendments in
the Book of Order applying past actions to extend inclusion to other
parts of our Constitution.

Rev. Laura Blank announced the change of the Worship Committee to
the Presbytery Design Team. Ten Racial Reconciliation Group led those
present in small group discussions in response to the question, “What
would the Kingdom of God look. Like in practical terms?”

The Mission Committee reported on future individual and group
service opportunities, progress on work on the St. Aban’s, WV
Recovery House, and the increasing dire situation in the war in South
Sudan. Finally, it invited the host church to give a Mission for Minute
on its support of the Origins of Family and Pregnancy Services.
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