Presbytery of Redstone

Communicate the Word...

Carry on the Work...
Change the World...Together!

September 2025 Gathering Highlights

West Hempfield Presbyterian Church hosted the September presbytery
meeting, guided by Vice-Moderator Rev. Ojulu Owar. After establishing
the role, the presbytery joined in worship, continuing the year’s theme
of “The Kingdom of God Is Like....” The Presbytery Meeting Design
Team shaped the service around Proclamation through the Arts,
expressed through a variety of music, the Gospel through visual art
(Rev. Kristen Emrich), intergenerational readings, and the
congregation’s one-sentence parables.

Our mission commitment took various shapes: (a) Rev. Sylvia Carlson the
restructuring of the PC[USA]’s mission program; (b) Pine Springs Camp
Executive Director Greg Davis reported on the 1,300 summer campers,
the creation of a new master plan, and the October Friends Dinner; and
(c) Youth from the Springhill Furnace Church gave an energetic report of
their experience at the summer 2025 Youth Triennium.

The Budget and Finance Committee offered the first reading of the
2026 Budget. The Nominating Committee nominated the first round of
nominees for committees and Council. The Committee on Ministry
sought presbytery’s affirmation for (a) the 2026 Minimum Terms of Call
for installed Teaching Elders, (b) a recommended 3% increase in the
salaries of continuing pastors, (c) guidelines for the Ministers
Assistance Fund, and (d) Rev. Jennifer Frayer-Griggs’ release from
serving Pastor of Greensburg Westminster’s to serving the Open Door
Congregation of Pittsburgh Presbytery.

In his report, Interim Executive Presbyter Lon Weaver encouraged
churches to embrace a “Creators and Collaborators” approach to
ministry in place of a “Loners and Competitors” one. In light of this, he is
applying for a grant from Synod’s “Fit for the Future” program.

Rev. Dr. Brenda Barnes offered a rich Resolution of Thanks. Host
Pastor, Rev. Andrew Wirt, then sent us forward with the Benediction.
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