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 Christ at work in our midst 

  

  

 

Communicate the Word…Carry on the Work…Change the World 

Together! 
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        Jim Sunseri signed up for the Lay Pastor training “after finally 
listening to God calling me several times in the past.”  In his own 
reflections, he admits, “I always felt I couldn't do it, even though 
many others said I could.”   
         After being asked by his own pastor (CLP Bill Lawson) to both 
preach and lead worship, the affirmation of those in the 
congregation finally convinced him to enroll in the classes 
(providentially, they were to begin a few weeks later).   
        Upon completion of the preparation program, he continued to 
lead worship at his home congregation until he was “called” to 
serve the Bethel and later, the Bolivar congregation as well.  

 
                                                             otherwise might worry me.” 

       With 12 Ruling Elders commissioned by Redstone Presbytery to 
serve 17 congregations, these leaders have provided valuable 
pastoral care for many years.  Currently, Redstone Presbytery has 
joined together with Washington and Upper Ohio Valley in the 
Inter-Presbytery Leadership Formation program to prepare the 
next group of Ruling Elders to be commissioned in pastoral service.    
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  Now, fifteen years later, Jim 
describes this response as 
“probably the best decision of 
my life !”   He remarks, “I've 
learned to worry less and to 
trust God more!! This has 
increased my faith and 
encourages me to do other 
types of ministry that                                                                                                        
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