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Redstone	commissioners	headed	to	St.	Louis	in	June	to	discern	the	
work	and	call	of	the	church.	Each	served	on	committees	that	
deliberated	everything	from	relations	between	Israel	and	Palestine	
to	family	leave.	The	Assembly	emphasized	the	kin-dom	of	God,	the	
love	we	share	as	Christ’s	people.	Here	are	the	reflections	of	the	
commissioners.	A	full	report	will	be	given	at	the	September	
presbytery	meeting.	

Elder	Janie	Short:	To	re-imagine	the	kingdom	of	God	as	the	kin-dom	
of	God	suggests	a	horizontal	structure	of	power	in	which	everyone	
is	a	beloved	child	of	God.	

Rev.	Wendy	Keys:	I	saw	God	at	work	in	all	the	ways	the	PC(USA)	is	
advocating	for	justice	in	things	like	cash	bail,	black/white	and	
LGBTQIA	issues.		

Young	Adult	Advisor	Emily	Hartz:	The	smile	from	a	fellow	young	
adult	passing	by	on	the	plenary	floor	during	a	heated	debate	and	
the	conversations	about	life	outside	of	GA	with	the	commissioners	
was	God	giving	me	humanity	in	the	midst	of	all	the	business.	

Elder	Rich	Smith:	If	we	want	to	break	the	cycle	of	violence	in	the	
Middle	East,	the	place	to	start	is	with	the	children.	If	they	can	grow	
up	in	an	atmosphere	of	tolerance	and	acceptance	that	maybe	it	will	
spill	over	into	the	adult	community.	

Rev.	Sue	Washburn:	The	march	to	end	cash	bail	for	offences	like	
speeding	tickets	was	the	church	advocating	for	justice.	Grateful	to	
the	police	and	EMTs	who	kept	us	safe	on	the	hot	streets.	
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