
  

 Christ at work in our midst 

Communicate the Word…Carry on the Work…Change the World 
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“No Crib for a Bed” 
Here in the United States, we are preparing our homes, our main streets 
and our church sanctuaries for Christmas. Everywhere you turn, you 
cannot help but be reminded of the holiday season. However, we wonder if 
many of our Christian brothers and sisters around the world might have a 
much more intimate and deeper understanding of the Christmas story, 
even if they do not celebrate in the same elaborate fashion as we do. 
This fall, Redstone was blessed to be visited by Pastor James Par Tap and 
Deaconess Nyankuac Ngor Chol Kadjang from the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in South Sudan. As they visited with us, they shared 
stories of strong faith in the midst of incredible hardship. 
As they asked for prayer, they reminded us of the more than three million 
people who have fled the civil war in South Sudan and currently reside in 
refugee camps in nearby countries or in IDP (Internally Displaced 
Persons) camps in South Sudan. We are reminded of Mary and Joseph and 
young Jesus, fleeing the threat of violence and living as refugees in Egypt 
as we hear about our Sudanese brothers and sisters who have no safe 
home. 
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This Christmas, as we 
sing in “Away in a 
Manger” that Jesus had 
“no crib for a bed”, let us 
remember to pray for 
those who live under the 
threat of violence and 
oppression. Let us 
especially pray for our 
Sudanese brothers and 
sisters who have been 
both our teachers and our 
friends in the faith. 
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