
			

 Christ at work in our midst 

Communicate the Word…Carry on the Work…Change the World 

 

Mission Partners 
Even though Trinity Church in New 
Florence and Third Presbyterian 
Church in Uniontown are over 60 
miles apart, the two churches have 
partnered for mission trips for the 
past four years. The congregations 
have worked together to rebuild 
homes and lives from New Jersey to 
Houston to the Carolinas.  

Marilyn Fitzsimmons, an elder at Third, has a passion for planning 
mission trips that bring the churches together and also include students 
from local colleges like Penn State (Fayette), Clarion, Pitt and Robert 
Morris. She says that the mission partnership between the two 
congregations and college students has worked well.  

“Our goal is to unite together with other people and denominations.”  
Bill Betz of Trinity says the mission partnership has brought the 

congregation together in new ways. The older folks often have the 
finances to support mission but not the energy to do the work of mission. 
The younger people have the energy, but not always the money. Working 
together, they are able to reach out and help others in Jesus’ name.  

Betz says going on mission trips has helped him to get a new 
perspective on his life and faith. 

“I have way too many things. Material things used to be 
important. But, once you go on one of these trips and see what people 
don’t have it makes you rethink what it is you ‘need.’ The congregation 
has seen that change in me and it’s helped them to be more generous 
about mission.” 

Fitzsimmons and Betz both welcome anyone who is interested to 
join their mission work by calling the church. Trinity also has a mission 
Facebook page at facebook.com/thelightmissionteam/  
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