STORIES OF REDSTONE

Collaboration Drives Union Car Cruise
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Union Presbyterian in Murrysville held its second annual Car
Cruise in June, drawing some 50 classic cars and 150 visitors.
The idea for the Car Cruise came from church members Kristen
and Patrick Martin, who both race Mustangs. “We started the car
show thinking it would be a good way to connect with the
community. We had 35 cars last year, and 50 cars this year,” said
Kristen Martin. The cars included antique and racing cars.

Rev. Bob Ruefle said that he was glad to engage people not
normally involved with the church. “In addition to the cars, the
church offered food: brisket, burgers, hot dogs and root beer
floats,” said Rev. Ruefle. The church set up a loudspeaker to play
‘Oldies’ during the classic car event, and church members
donated 21 baskets to raffle off. Kristen got Westmoreland
Community College involved by having a graphic design student
create a flyer for the Car Cruise. The church also worked with
local veterans, who helped, and then donated the $2,100 raised
to a veterans’ shelter called Veterans Parsonage. “Collaborating
with the college and veterans really helped ‘jumpstart’ what was
already a fun event,” said Martin.
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