
		

 Christ at work in our midst 

Communicate the Word…Carry on the Work…Change the World 

 

What	does	it	mean	to	lead	
the	Presbyterian	Church	
FOR	Delmont	rather	than	be	
the	pastor	OF	Delmont	
Presbyterian	Church?	
	

For	The	Rev.	Caroline	
Vickery,	it’s	a	small	change	
in	words	but	a	big	change	in	
attitude.	Vickery	is	exploring	
the	concept	of	parish	
ministry,	thinking	of	herself	
as	the	pastor	for	everyone	
in	Delmont	who	does	not	
have	a	pastor.	
	

						As	the	community	
pastor,	Vickery	holds	office	
hours	at	the	local	McDonald’s	one	morning	a	week.	She	and	other	
members	of	the	church	offer	prayer	and	presence	to	patrons.	She	
admits	this	new	form	of	ministry	is	not	easy.	But	says	Jesus	calls	us	to	
do	things	we	are	uncomfortable	with.	It’s	also	widened	the	idea	of	
what	ministry	can	be	for	the	church	she	serves.	
	

					“I	have	to	explain	why	I’m	at	McDonald’s	knitting	and	having	
coffee,”	she	says.	“But	I	pray	here.	Even	when	people	don’t	make	
requests	in	person,	I	get	prayer	requests	by	Facebook	and	text.	It’s	a	
new	way	of	thinking	about	ministry.”	

Serving	the	Community	and	the	Church	
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