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January 2026 Gathering Highlights

Westminster Presbyterian Church of Greensburg welcomed the
presbytery for its January meeting. It was led by Moderator Owar Ojulu
Vice-Moderator Rebecca Abbott. After Interim Pastor John Simpson’s
welcome and the role was established, Presbytery joined in worship,
led by Interim Executive Presbyter Lon Weaver’s proclamation that
scripture calls a faith that is personal and political.

Our mission commitment was embodied by: (a) an offering devoted to
those in need amidst the conflicts in central Minnesota; (b) update on
our support of victims of the crises in Sudan and South Sudan; (c) the
Newlonsburg congregation’s provision of food for Haitian people in
Charleroi; (d) the report of Pine Springs Camp Summer Director Mike
Hurley and his gratitude for Redstone’s support; and (e) Patricia Hart’s
report on this year’s calendar of events.

Treasurer John Dickson presented his final report, after twenty-five
years in that capacity. John will continue to serve, this, as Assistant
Treasurer, while Keith Langston will now take the reins of Treasurer.
THANK YOU, JOHN!

Given the start of the year, Presbytery installed its new Moderators and
recommissioned the Commission Ruling Elders serving in our midst.
Further, Corporate President Len Morgan nominated the corporate
officers and their election. Finally, Interim Stated Clerk Cliff Foster
acknowledged the officers with voice and vote, as well as acknowledging
the deceased members of our community through the Necrology Report.
Interim Executive Presbyter Weaver emphasized his project to
encourage all of us — churches, lay people, officers — to embrace the
regular practice of discernment. As individuals and communities,
discernment can open our hearts and minds to take paths of ministry
that we haven’t considered on our own, alone. He will provide monthly
tools for doing so each month.

In closing, Rev. Jim Hepler offered the Resolution of Thanks.
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